CHAPTER   I.

HINDOO PHILOSOPHY.

TN the following chapters I propose to pass briefly in review
-** the great philosophies and religions of India, with the
view of ascertaining the extent, if any, to which the doctrines
of these schools can be said to have entered into the compo-
sition and structure of European thought. And with this object
I shall make it my aim in the first place to determine, if possible,
the general level or plane of thought, as it were, on which these
religions and philosophies all alike lie; as, if we shall once
succeed in doing this satisfactorily, we shall, like the naturalist
who has ascertained the family or order to which some extinct
but newly-discovered mammalian skeleton belongs, be able the
more readily to estimate the position occupied by these systems
in the great chain of World-Philosophy as a whole; and the
extent, in, consequence, to which they are likely to enter as per-
manent elements ix\to the Philosophical Evolution of the future.
But more than this, we shall be able to show, as we did in the
case of Greek Philosophy, that the evolution of these succes-
sive systems follows from, and can be anticipated, as it were,
by a law or principle of the human mind, which law we shall at
the outset without much difficulty be enabled to lay down.

Now it will be remembered that Greek Philosophy began
its evolution under Thales and his successors, by making some

one or other material principle, such as Water, Air, etc., the
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